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Pastor’s	  Ponderings	  –	  Pastor	  Lee	  Cubie	  
	  

The Saga of the Rice Bucket Challenge, an Epic 
Tale of God’s Generosity [a story shared with East Ohio 
Conference, UMC.  See	  http://eocumcnews.com, Dec 17] 

 
It is with joy that the Hopewell and South Vernon 

Charge took up the “Rice Bucket Challenge.” Hello, my 
name is Lee Cubie and I am the pastor, since July, of this 
amazing charge. God’s grace is truly at work in our two 
churches. How do I know this? Well, I know it is not by my 
leadership that we took up the “Rice Bucket Challenge.” In fact the idea 
started with Barb Butler, who asked if the change we collect in our coin jar 
for the month of November could be used for the “Rice Bucket Challenge.” 
Thus began our month long saga. The first Sunday started and the Hopewell 
church was asked if they would like to extend the challenge to their sister 
church in South Vernon. With a resounding amen, I was tasked with 
announcing the daunting task of raising money from South 
Vernon. 

Now you must understand, Hopewell has a history of 
challenging larger churches. Being a small church, of about 
thirty in attendance, they are often underestimated, the result 
being a David and Goliath story. As they like to say, “We may be 
small, but we are mighty!” Hopewell had a head start, they had a 
coin jar, they had a tradition of giving loose change, and they had 
a winning tradition. 

With all of this in mind, and a heavy heart, I announced to South Vernon, a 
church of about sixty in attendance, the challenge of their sister church. I 
had to point out that they had a head start, since they already had a coin jar, 

etc. Upon hearing this, there was a noise and a tumult and shouts 
of, “We will not be beat,” and full of the Spirit, Sherri Ware 
rose up, rushed to my office and came out with a giant plastic 
coke bottle, designed for collecting loose change and covered in 
religious symbols. I had no idea what I had awakened, and with 
fear and trembling proceeded with the rest of the service as 
people randomly came up and started putting in coins. So much 
for Hopewell’s initial advantage. 

As you can imagine the competition became quite heated, in fact 
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Gary Hughes, from Hopewell, told me, “I am confident we are going to win, 
because I am a sore loser and I will not let that happen!” I shuddered at the 
intensity of this man’s passion, and I feared for his salvation. So each week we 
tallied the amounts and announced the amounts raised. Now, Hopewell was 
trailing, going into week four, so they stepped up and with a mighty whoosh of 
paper money and checks they set about to overwhelm their arch nemesis, 
South Vernon. When the tallies for week four were totaled Hopewell was 
ahead $130.00. Barb Butler stated that she “was overwhelmed by the 
generosity of the people at Hopewell.” This meant that going into week five 
South Vernon was behind by $130.00 with only one opportunity to surpass the 
generosity of Hopewell of “small but mighty” fame.  

It was an awkward moment climbing into the pulpit having raced from 
Hopewell to South Vernon that last Sunday in November. Here were all the 
loving hopeful people of South Vernon smiling and confident that last 
week’s tally would still leave them ahead. I did not want to tell them that 
their sister church had sandbagged them and raced ahead by $130.00. What an 
overwhelming advantage Hopewell had. It had taken South Vernon two weeks 
to raise over $100.00 dollars, how could they manage to win now? I tried to be 
positive and encouraging, saying it wasn’t the amount that mattered but the 
spirit in which it was given. But Bob Grisom, like the Nazarite Sampson, rose 
up out of his pew, walked up to that plastic coke bottle designed for change 
and covered in religious symbols, picked it up, walked back to the pews and 
started it passing back and forth like a shuttle-cock moving in a loom. The 
drama was intense, would God work a miracle in our midst?  

Going into week five our totals were as follows:  Hopewell had raised 
$462.39. South Vernon had raised $432.15. It took South Vernon four weeks, 
count ‘em, four weeks to raise $332.15. Hopewell raised an additional $237.61 
in week five leaving their total at an even $700.00. Seven hundred, a perfect 
number from Revelation; had God spoken? Was this the miracle? Were the 
people at South Vernon not to see their own miracle? Well God is in the 
resurrection business, and resurrected the hopes of the people of South 
Vernon on the first Sunday of Advent where we lit the candle of Christ our 
Hope, for on that Sunday God brought into that plastic coke bottle designed 
to receive change and covered in religious symbols an additional $373.36, 
bringing their total to $705.51. Praise be to God, that the people of South 
Vernon could see God at work in their midst! 

Our two Church total was $1405.51, which is six and a half pounds heavy 
of a metric tonne, which is 200 pounds over a standard ton. This is how I know 
that God’s grace is alive in our charge, for generosity is a gift of the Spirit 
and of the image of God. It is with joy that I could tell you, “brethren of the 
grace of God which has been shown in the churches of” (2 Cor. 8:1) Hopewell 
and South Vernon. Amen. 

[Editor’s note:  SVUMC achieved the greater total; we might claim that HUMC 
achieved the greater per capita contribution.  But in the end, the winners are those 
starving souls who will receive this rice.]  

Thanks	  to	  the	  Trustees…	  

	   …for	  making	  sure	  the	  HUMC	  structure	  looks	  clean	  
and	  white	  once	  again	  (see	  the	  Photo	  Gallery	  page).	  	  	  
A	  hardworking	  crew,	  that	  was	  hired	  by	  the	  trustees,	  
removed	  peeling	  paint,	  caulked	  the	  exterior,	  and	  applied	  
a	  coat	  of	  high	  quality	  paint…just	  ahead	  of	  cold	  weather!	  
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United	  Methodist	  Women	  Report	  –	  Marsha	  Clayborne,	  UMW	  Secretary/Treasurer	  	  
	   The	  UMW	  met	  at	  the	  home	  of	  Joan	  Coon	  and	  Eleanor	  Doup	  on	  Tuesday,	  December	  9.	  	  
Virginia	  Skinner	  provided	  pizza	  and	  pop	  for	  the	  group.	  	  Everyone	  brought	  salad	  or	  dessert	  to	  
share.	  	  Joan	  Coon	  gave	  the	  luncheon	  prayer.	  	  Eight	  members	  were	  in	  attendance.	  	  
	   Barb	  Butler	  called	  the	  meeting	  to	  order,	  and	  dues,	  missions,	  and	  birthday	  money	  was	  
collected.	  	  Marsh	  Clayborne	  gave	  the	  secretary	  and	  treasurer’s	  report.	  	  During	  old	  business,	  it	  
was	  noted	  that	  only	  eight	  ultimate	  cloths	  are	  left.	  	  	  
	   Under	  new	  business,	  the	  group	  reviewed	  a	  church	  calendar	  draft	  and	  set	  meeting	  dates	  for	  
2015.	  	  There	  will	  be	  no	  UMW	  meetings	  in	  January	  or	  February	  because	  of	  the	  weather.	  	  	  The	  
next	  UMW	  meeting	  will	  be	  Tuesday,	  March	  10.	  	  	  Jean	  Riley	  suggested	  that	  we	  have	  a	  "fun	  night"	  
at	  the	  church.	  	  	  
	   The	  meeting	  was	  adjourned	  and	  Joan	  Coon	  prepared	  the	  program.	  	  She	  presented	  a	  couple	  
readings	  and	  Bible	  verses	  from	  Matthew	  27:21-‐23.	  	  The	  group	  played	  games,	  and	  Ellen	  Kaiser	  
and	  Barb	  Butler	  won	  prizes.	  	  The	  UMW	  silent	  auction	  began	  and	  the	  group	  raised	  $57.00.	  	  The	  
group	  gathered	  at	  the	  table	  to	  fill	  candy	  bags	  to	  give	  the	  children	  at	  the	  "Hanging	  of	  the	  Greens"	  
on	  December	  14.	  	  	  
	   Merry	  Christmas	  to	  everyone	  and	  a	  Happy	  New	  Year.	  

Hopewell	  Works	  Well	  –	  Don	  Russell,	  Admin	  Council	  Chair	   	  

	   Happy	  New	  Year,	  Hopewell	  U.M.C….in	  a	  church	  building	  that	  enters	  its	  100th	  year	  of	  service	  
to	  God	  and	  the	  community!	  
	   I	  hope	  that	  you	  will	  agree	  that	  our	  church	  has	  experienced	  a	  significant	  number	  of	  
challenges	  over	  the	  past	  few	  years,	  with	  six	  different	  pastors	  and	  the	  passing	  of	  many	  stalwart	  
members.	  	  But	  through	  these	  challenges,	  Hopewell	  still	  stands	  tall	  with	  the	  addition	  of	  many	  
congregants	  who,	  young	  and	  old	  alike,	  have	  shown	  a	  willingness	  to	  volunteer	  their	  
considerable	  gifts	  in	  helping	  to	  continue	  its	  purpose	  as	  a	  force	  in	  the	  Mt.	  Vernon/Gambier	  
spiritual	  community.	  
	   It	  seems	  that	  our	  committees	  are	  working	  diligently	  to	  make	  our	  church	  more	  relevant	  and	  
vibrant	  in	  our	  Christian	  mission.	  	  If	  we	  look	  at	  the	  last	  few	  council	  meetings	  for	  example,	  we	  
have	  formally	  embraced	  The	  Nursing	  Outreach	  Ministry	  (Thank	  you	  Elaine	  Farie,	  Donna	  
Lawhon	  Spinks,	  Donna	  Lybarger,	  Audra	  Cubie!);	  attended	  to	  the	  drainage,	  erosion,	  venting,	  and	  
exterior	  painting	  issues	  (Thank	  you	  Trustee	  Committee!);	  crafted	  a	  more	  cohesive	  plan	  for	  
worship	  services	  to	  include	  music,	  decorations,	  paraments,	  etc.	  (Thank	  you	  Worship	  
Committee!);	  approved	  The	  Barnabas	  Project	  (assisting	  college	  students)	  (Thank	  you	  Linda	  
Joseph!),	  just	  to	  name	  some	  of	  the	  positive	  actions	  taken	  by	  our	  church!	  
	   These	  actions	  are	  a	  result	  of	  our	  congregants	  taking	  an	  active	  role	  in	  their	  committees	  with	  
an	  eye	  on	  our	  future,	  as	  articulated	  by	  the	  Vision	  team.	  
	   We	  all	  have	  received	  gifts	  from	  God	  and	  should	  exercise	  those	  gifts	  in	  our	  everyday	  lives	  
certainly,	  but	  also	  in	  our	  church	  lives	  to	  ensure	  that	  Hopewell	  remains	  vibrant	  and	  relevant	  in	  
the	  future.	  
	   Happy	  2015	  to	  all!!!	  	  And	  remember	  to	  review	  the	  committee	  membership	  reflected	  on	  
Page	  5	  of	  this	  newsletter.	  	  Please	  bring	  any	  thoughts/ideas	  to	  these	  folks	  and	  their	  committees	  
so	  that	  we	  can	  enjoy	  even	  more	  positive	  growth	  in	  this	  New	  Year.	  
May	  God	  bless	  you	  all!	  	  	  

Wherever	  there	  is	  a	  human	  being,	  there	  is	  an	  opportunity	  for	  a	  kindness."	  
-‐-‐	  Roman	  philosopher	  Seneca	  
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Since	  You	  Asked…About	  the	  ‘Old	  Rugged	  Cross’	  
For	  several	  (approximately	  8)	  years	  a	  sturdy,	  hand-‐hewn	  cross	  has	  graced	  the	  
altar.	  	  HUMC	  neighbor	  and	  former	  parishioner	  D.	  J.	  Johnson	  says	  she,	  her	  
husband	  John,	  and	  Pastor	  Michael	  Padula	  built	  the	  cross	  from	  barn	  beams	  that	  
the	  Johnsons	  had	  acquired	  for	  their	  great	  room	  and	  kitchen-‐remodeling	  project.	  	  
For	  the	  cross,	  D.	  J.	  selected	  the	  straightest	  beams.	  	  She	  says	  they	  came	  from	  a	  
barn	  that	  was	  probably	  built	  before	  1860,	  when	  sawing	  beams	  became	  feasible	  
in	  the	  area.	  

Nursing	  Outreach	  Ministry	  –	  Elaine	  Farie,	  Audra	  Cubie,	  and	  Donna	  Spinks	  

	   The	  first	  major	  endeavor	  of	  our	  Nursing	  Outreach	  Ministry	  was	  held	  Sunday,	  November	  16,	  
2014,	  at	  our	  sister	  church,	  South	  Vernon	  United	  Methodist.	  
	   Titled	  "An	  Afternoon	  of	  Planning	  for	  the	  Future",	  it	  was	  an	  opportunity	  for	  the	  community	  
to	  understand	  the	  necessary	  steps	  to	  prepare	  for	  "end	  of	  life"	  decisions.	  
	   The	  five	  guest	  speakers:	  	  an	  attorney	  discussing	  advanced	  directives,	  a	  representative	  
explaining	  the	  need	  for	  organ	  donation,	  a	  specialist	  for	  lifeline	  personal	  response,	  the	  director	  
of	  a	  local	  funeral	  home,	  and	  a	  local	  Hospice	  chaplain,	  all	  contributed	  vital	  information	  to	  a	  very	  
receptive	  audience.	  	  We	  were	  also	  pleased	  to	  have	  a	  local	  kidney	  recipient	  tell	  her	  story	  of	  a	  
"second	  chance"	  for	  her	  life.	  
	   As	  practicing	  nurses,	  we	  encourage	  the	  congregation	  to	  be	  involved	  with	  our	  ministry	  by	  
sharing	  their	  ideas	  for	  future	  health-‐related	  events,	  having	  their	  blood	  pressures	  checked	  after	  
Sunday	  services,	  and	  recording	  current	  health	  information	  posted	  on	  the	  bulletin	  board	  in	  the	  
Sunday	  School	  room.	  	  Our	  phone	  numbers	  are	  posted	  there,	  also,	  if	  we	  can	  be	  of	  any	  assistance.	  
	   In	  2015	  we	  plan	  to	  have	  events	  such	  as	  "Caregiving	  Isn't	  for	  Cowards"	  and	  also	  a	  time	  for	  
"Prevention	  of	  Medication	  Errors"	  as	  two	  topics	  for	  discussion	  and	  information.	  	  	  
	   Our	  Thanks	  to	  everyone	  for	  their	  continued	  support	  and	  prayer.	  

(Left)	  On	  WMVO	  radio,	  Audra	  Cubie	  and	  Elaine	  Farie	  
promoted	  the	  Nursing	  Outreach	  Ministry’s	  “An	  Evening	  
of	  Planning	  for	  the	  Future.”	  	  (Below,	  left)	  On	  Nov.	  16	  at	  
South	  Vernon	  UMC,	  the	  attendees	  heard	  from	  experts	  on	  
a	  variety	  of	  medical	  and	  legal	  issues.	  	  (Below)	  The	  
evening	  ended	  with	  food	  and	  fellowship.	  
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Please	  pray	  for…	  
…Christians	  who,	  in	  other	  

countries,	  are	  persecuted	  
for	  their	  beliefs.	  

…the	  Hopewell	  UMC	  Nursing	  
Ministry:	  	  those	  who	  are	  
serving	  and	  those	  who	  will	  
be	  served.	  

…our	  men	  and	  women	  in	  
uniform,	  and	  their	  
families.	  

…those	  whose	  Christmas	  bills	  
exceed	  their	  income.	  

…the	  community	  within	  and	  
around	  Hopewell	  UMC.	  

…members	  and	  friends	  who	  
haven’t	  been	  in	  church	  for	  
a	  while.	  

…those	  in	  mental	  and	  physical	  
anguish.	  

…members	  of	  our	  government	  
at	  all	  levels,	  for	  wisdom,	  
courage,	  and	  compassion.	  

Birthdays	  
	  
January	  
	   4	  	  DJ	  Johnson	  
	   8	  	  Jean	  Campbell	  
	  
February	  
	   	  	  1	  	  Don	  Newland	  	  	  
	   	  	  1	  	  Julie	  Zimmerman	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  4	  	  Anne	  Russell	  

	  
February	  

	   	  	  9	  	  Shad	  Bevington	  
	   11	  	  Brad	  Coon	  
	   11	  	  Amy	  Yashnyk	  
	   13	  	  Howard	  Workman	  
	   18	  	  Leah	  Gourley	  
	   20	  	  Donna	  Lybarger	  
	   23	  	  Alivia	  Zimmerman	  
	   28	  	  Michael	  Padula	  

	  

	  

Lay	  Leadership:	  
	   Jean	  Riley	  
	   Bob	  Joseph	  
	   Don	  Newland	  
	   Joanne	  Purcell	  
Pastor-‐Parish	  Relations:	  
	   Barb	  Butler,	  chairperson	  
	   Bev	  Lahmon	  
	   Linda	  Joseph	  
	   Don	  Russell	  
	   Jean	  Riley	  
	   Elaine	  Farie	  
	   Ellen	  Kaiser,	  ex-‐officio	  
Trustees:	  
	   Cary	  Purcell	  
	   John	  Wolfe	  
	   Amy	  Yashnyk	  
	   Mickey	  Gourley	  
	   Bill	  Lawhon	  	  

Council	  Chairperson	  -‐	  Don	  Russell	  
Lay	  Leader	  -‐	  Ellen	  Kaiser	  
	  
	  
Worship:	  
	   Irma	  Newland	  
	   Marsha	  Clayborne	  
	   Donna	  Lybarger	  
	   Bob	  Joseph	  
	   John	  Wolfe	  
Stewardship	  and	  Finance:	  
	   Barb	  Butler,	  Treasurer	  
	   Don	  Russell	  
	   Eleanor	  Doup,	  Audit	  
	   Greg	  Yashnyk	  
	   Ellen	  Kaiser	  
	   Linda	  Joseph	  
	   One	  person	  from	  Trustees	  

2015	  Church	  Council	  

Christian	  Education:	  
	   Bitsi	  Gourley	  
	   Erika	  Kanuckel-‐Wolfe	  
	   Sara	  Lawhon	  
Outreach	  and	  Evangelism:	  
	   Irma	  Newland	  
	   Mary	  Smith	  
	   Karolyn	  Smith	  
	   Don	  Newland	  
	   Bill	  Lawhon	  
	   Bob	  Joseph	  
Lay	  Delegate	  to	  Conference:	  
	   Linda	  Joseph	  
	   Bill	  Lawhon,	  alternate	  
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	  	  Photo	  Gallery	  

HUMC,	  before	  and	  after	  re-‐painting	  in	  November.	  

Top	  spellers	  at	  MV	  Middle	  School	  for	  
this	  school	  year	  included	  sixth-‐grade	  
winner	  and	  building	  champion	  Jessie	  
Gourley	  (center,	  in	  purple).	  	  The	  
winners	  will	  be	  competing	  in	  the	  

Knox	  County	  Spelling	  Bee	  on	  Jan.	  14.	  	  
Congratulations	  and	  best	  wishes,	  

Jessie!	  

Nov.	  12	  –	  Thirty-‐two	  members	  and	  friends	  enjoyed	  the	  food	  and	  
fellowship	  during	  the	  annual,	  UMW-‐sponsored	  church	  family	  

dinner	  at	  the	  Mullet	  restaurant	  on	  Deal	  Road.	  Very	  little	  remained	  
but	  the	  dirty	  dishes.	  

Dec.	  7	  –	  After	  worship,	  HUMC	  youth	  
decorated	  cookies	  as	  a	  gift	  for	  others.	  

Dec.	  14	  -‐	  The	  Gourley	  
family	  (Bitsi	  and	  
Mickey,	  Jessie,	  Leah,	  
and	  Natalie)	  lit	  three	  
Advent	  candles.	  

Dec.	  14	  –	  Hanging	  of	  the	  Greens.	  
Top,	  left:	  	  Wonderful	  Methodist	  food!	  

Top,	  right:	  	  HUMC	  youth	  put	  the	  finishing	  
touches	  on	  the	  Christmas	  tree.	  

Bottom,	  left:	  	  Christmas	  shoppers	  bid	  
vigorously	  on	  the	  many	  silent	  auction	  items.	  
Bottom,	  right:	  	  Joe	  Beran	  announced	  the	  
successful	  bidders	  and	  auctioned	  a	  few	  

items.	  	  The	  auction,	  organized	  by	  the	  UMW,	  
raised	  $350!	  	  The	  evening	  ended	  with	  a	  

carol	  sing.	  


